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Pastor's
Corner

by Pastor Curt Gerald

In February 1996, I attended a worship
and teaching conference for Pastors in
Atlanta which was hosted by Promise
Keepers. More than 39,000 Christian
clergy attended this conference under
the theme "Fan into Flame." The
poster from this conference hangs in
the church office you have provided for
me ... it has been in every office I have
been privileged to use since 1996. This
conference was reported to be the larg-
est gathering of Christian clergy in mod-
ern history.

The conference and the poster are
based on 2 Timothy 1:6 — “For this rea-
son I remind you to fan into flame
the gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of my hands.”
That text from 2 Timothy reminds me of
a verse from one of my favorite Old Tes-
tament prophets, Isaiah, in chapter
54:16 - “See, it is I who created the
blacksmith who fans the coals into



flame and forges a weapon fit for its
work.”

Having completed two years of ministry
with you here at the Lutheran Church
of the Master, I have been thinking
about how this text relates to our con-
gregation’s ministry (and I say “our” be-
cause, as most of you know, Eileen and
I will be members of this congregation
until the next pastor is called and be-
gins his/her ministry by but not later
than March 29, 2013 J.)

As we get ready to come together in an-
nual meeting on January 30, 2011, I

suggest that this congregation is like
a camp fire with glowing embers
that is waiting, through the Breath
of God, to be fanned into flame.

A couple months ago I decided to do a
review of this congregation’s giving over
the past seven years. I only included
members who are still listed as mem-
bers (if a person has died or transferred,
their giving during this period is not in-
cluded.) I was delighted to see that in
those seven years, only two “giving
units” are shown as giving $0. That
was much better than I had expected!

# of giving units | Range of contributions Total amount | Average $ given by all in
(agiving unitcan be an | given by each giving unit | given by these | given per 7 years:
individual, a couple, or a giving units year by these $1,991,167.50.
family) giving units m
Currently we have
@296 giving units .
according to ou Average per year:
computer @ 284,452.50

3 $10,000-$20,000/YEAR $322,186.66 @ $ 15,340/yr

7 $5,000-$9,999.99/YEAR $320,445.99 @ $6,550/yr

3 $4,000-$4,999.99/YEAR $96,560.00 @ $4,600/yr

13 $3,000-$3,999.99/YEAR $325,147.50 @ $3,575/yr

15 $2,000-52,999.99/YEAR $248,886.65 @ $2,370/yr

28 $1,000-$1,999.99/YEAR $274,417.12 @ $1,400/yr

21 $750-$999.99/YEAR $129,980.98 @ $ 884/yr

19 $500-$749.99/YEAR $ 79,966.76 @ $601/yr

52 $250-$499.99/YEAR $125,940.55 @ $ 345/yr

42 $100-$249.99/YEAR $ 50,347.95 @ $171lyr

91 $0.01-$99.99/YEAR $ 17,287.34 @ $27/yr

2 0.00 $ o0 @ $ofyr

(Continued on page 4)



Can you imagine the total impact a little
growth in stewardship by our members
in each of these categories? To refer to
this congregation as a sleeping giant is
probably an understatement!

The more I looked at this report, the
more it became apparent to me that this
is showing me a congregation of glowing
embers that could be reignited through
the grace of God and the working of the
Holy Spirit within us. True, some of
these 296 giving units may have left us
... but as of this moment, they have not
yet taken the common courtesy of let-
ting us know that they’re gone or re-
quested a letter of transfer to their new
congregation.

I prefer to think that those who haven’t
been here since Pastor Eric left (and
they’re still angry at either him or the
Church) ... or ... since Pastor Tom came

.. or ... since Pastor Tom left ... or ...
since the congregation entered into its
mediation process ... or ... since Pastor
Curt came (and hasn’t left yet ... but the
clock is ticking!) ... I prefer to think
that each of them and that each of
us is a glowing ember waiting to be
fanned into flame for Jesus.

One of the most basic means by which
the Holy Scripture renews us is the

reading of the Bible. I'm delighted to
know that over 60 individuals are par-
ticipating in The Bible in 90 Days dur-
ing these months of January, February,
and March. I continue to hear stories
from other congregations that have par-
ticipated in this effort, and in every in-
stance individuals talk about changed
lives and pastors talk about renewed
congregations. May it be so among us,
O Lord! If you aren’t already in such a
program, may I encourage you to go to
www.youversion.com and find a pro-

gram that might fit your schedule.

Another of the basic means by which
the Holy Spirit renews us is growth in
our personal and congregational
stewardship. 1 am hoping that the
congregation will approve the Church
Council’s recommendation to fund a
Christian stewardship consultant who
will work with us also during the first
part of this year to grow in our personal
and congregational stewardship com-
mitments. I have had the privilege of
working with two of these organizations
several times during the past thirty
years, and in each instance their minis-
try among the congregations I served
brought renewed vitality and ministry.
May it be so among us, O Lord!



A third basic means by which the Holy
Spirit renews us is helping us come to-
gether with each other. Our basic com-
ing together is always around the Word
and Sacraments, what Martin Luther
refers to as “the Means of Grace.”
Nothing is more important to a healthy
congregation than having its members
gather regularly (Scripture says weekly)
in worship. If you are in worship
once a month or less, could I chal-
lenge you to double your worship at-
tendance. Better yet, could I chal-
lenge you to make it weekly. If not
here ... somewhere ... because the Peo-
ple of God gather on a daily basis
throughout the world (even in cyber-
space these days).
us, O Lord!

May it be so among

A fourth basic means by which the Holy
Spirit renews us is by helping us get to
know each other ... and I'm surprised
by how many members don’t know who
the other members are. We need a
new church directory ... and we need
it yesterday! If you are willing to help,
would you please call me at 847/609-
5348 or email me at

cegerald@wcomcast.net. Few things are

more painful to do in congregational life
than church directories and few things
are more essential to and for congrega-

tional life than producing current mem-
bership directories.

“For this reason I remind you to fan
into flame the gift of God, which is
in you through the laying on of my
hands.” May it be so among us, O
Lord!

me

Pastor Curt Gerald

If you are reading this in our news-
letter, remember that our congrega-
tion’s annual meeting is Sunday,
January 30, at 10:45AM. I hope to
see you there! Copies of the annual
report should be available in the
church office a week or two before
the meeting.

S
Wm”
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HE BIBLE IN 90 DAYS'

WHOLE-CHURCH CHALLENGE

I'm hoping you will join me in reading
through the entire Bible during the first
90 days in 2011. Starting on January
1, 2011, we will read 12 pages from the
Bible each day. We will start with
Genesis 1:1 on January 1, 2011, and
conclude with Revelation 22:21 on
March 31, 2011.

For our convenience, the folks at The
Bible in 90 Days have prepared a spe-
cial Bible for us. It is the New Interna-
tional Version in easy-to-read print. The
paper is thin, so the Bible is small and
easy to carry. There are no footnotes,
maps, or other resources in this Bible
so you won'’t be distracted as you read.
Copies of this Bible will be available in
my office for $15.00.

BUT, you don’t need to buy this special
Bible to participate in The Bible in 90
Days. You can read from whatever Bi-
ble you already have. (The “12 pages a
day” is based on the Bible that I will
have available in my office for you to
purchase. This special edition has been
set up so that every 12 pages equal one
day’s worth of reading.)

For those of you who live on the inter-
net, you can go to www.youversion.com

and then find “reading plans” which
includes The Bible in 90 Days ... you
can select the translation or paraphrase
you prefer ... and you can then read the
day’s readings right there on your com-
puter screen, IPhone, or whatever hand
held device you use.

During the series, there will also be
weekly small groups you can attend.
Please note if/when you sign up for a
small group that we will be expecting
you to attend that small group every
week for 14 weeks. Each session is de-
signed to last one hour, which includes
small group discussion, a video presen-
tation, and a brief introduction to the
next week’s reading. Each participant
will receive a “participant’s guide.”

I am asking every group, class, team,
ministry, or organization in the Lu-
theran Church of the Master to adopt
and to incorporate The Bible in 90
Days into your schedule during the first
90 days in 2011.

As the posters for The Bible in 90
Days says, this is an opportunity to do
what 75 million other people dream
about. On April 1, 2011, you can tell
your friends that you just finished read-
ing the entire Bible ... from cover to
cover ... from Genesis 1:1 through Reve-
lation 22:21 ... NO FOOLING!

—Pr. Curt



7 New
Members Class

Are you thinking about becoming a
member of the Lutheran Church of the
Master?

Pastor Curt would like to meet with you
on Sunday, February 6 (yes, that is the
day of the Super Bowl ... but we will be

done in plenty of time!)

You are invited to one of two sessions ...
either during the first service (8:30-
9:30AM) or during the second service
(10:00-11:00AM).

Both sessions will meet in the "Bible in
90 Days" area in the fellowship hall.

If you are transferring from another Lu-
theran congregation (or from a congre-
gation in a denomination in fellowship
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church

in America) ... please bring informa-
tion such as the name of the congre-

gation, address, etc.

If you are reaffirming your faith, hav-
ing been a member of a denomina-
tion not in fellowship with the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica ... please bring information such
as the name of the congregation, ad-
dress, etc.

If you have never been baptized, we'll
talk about setting that up prior to
your becoming a member of the Lu-
theran Church of the Master.

If you are interested, please register
via email to Pr. Curt at

cegerald@comcast.net

—Pastor Curt



From our
Diaconal Minister

By Pat Gerber Bornholt

ATTENTION: Women of LCM: Tuesday
night Women’s Bible study. We are
studying the book of Revelation. We
meet at the Bornholt home; 1270 Cen-
tral Park Dr. The next meeting will be
on January 18 @ 7 PM.

OWLS NEWS:

Winter Schedule
1/12  11:30 AM Lunch
1/26 9:30 AM ? (Carl
and I will be at a

conference in Arizona)
2/9 11:30 AM Lunch

2/23  9:30 AM Brunch
3/9 Ash Wednesday - Soup luncheon
@ 12 noon
GREEN OPPORTUNITY

W will continue to collect cell phones!
If you have an old cell
phone, please bring it to the
office and I will see that it

gets to the recycling people.
The phones are refurbished and given

to service men and women. Thanks to
all who have turned in theirs. We have

mailed a box full almost every month so
far.

END OF LIFE DECISIONS
LCM has a pamphlet available entitled

“Five Wishes” which helps you make

some of the necessary end of life deci-
sions. I am available if anyone is inter-
ested in this information. Please leave a
message in the church office.

Please keep the church office informed
of people who are hospitalized or home-
bound so that I can visit them and
bring communion. Hospitals can no
longer call the Church with information
because of the new HIPAA laws.

I also have information for anyone who
is interested in making plans for their
funeral ahead of time. Please let me
know if you are interested in this infor-
mation.

GIVING AND RECEIVING

Cause and effect:

Some have referred to this principle as
the Law of the Farm: In order to harvest
in the fall, we must plant in the spring.
We must give seed in order to have a
crop. Butit’s not a “Tit-for- tat!” equa-
tion.

(Continued on page 9)



The law is bigger than that. We get
much more that we give. Why would we
plant just one kernel if we were only go-
ing to get one back? No, we plant a ker-
nel to grow a stalk of corn that brings
forth hundreds of kernels.

We all have something to give. We all
have unique qualities and talents we
can give to others. We increase our
value in the marketplace by bringing
more value to the marketplace. It’s
really just that simple.

If we want more value in our life, then
we must give more value. It might not
show up as soon as we’d like and it
might not return in the ways we
thought it would. But rest assured, you
cannot give without receiving. One is
not even better than the other. They’re
just different parts of the same circle.

Do you want more love in your life?
Then give more love. Want more peace
in your life? Then be more peaceful.
(From 101 Ways to Be Your Best)

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
HAVE A GREAT 2011!

Pat Gerber Bornholt,
Diaconal Minister

b |
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New Guidelines

for Prayer
Requests

To help keep our weekly prayer list cur-
rent, when a prayer request is turned in
on the attendance form, we will publish
prayer requests in the Happenings for
two weeks. You are welcome to con-
tinue submitting prayer requests for the
same individual or situation as long as
prayer is needed. Those in nursing
homes, with terminal illness and in the
military will remain in our prayer con-
cerns until we are directed otherwise.



worship & Music LCM MASTER MUSIC

Michael Benshish, Director

Thursday, January 6

Friday, January 7

SCHEDULE

6:30 rehearsal — Master’s Ringers
7:30 rehearsal — Master’s Voices
7:00 rehearsal — For the Cross

“BAPTISM OF OUR LORD” WEEKEND WORSHIP

Saturday, January 8
Sunday, January 9

Wednesday, January 12
Thursday, January 13

Saturday, January 15
Sunday, January 16

Tuesday, January 18
Thursday, January 20

Friday, January 21

Saturday, January 22
Sunday, January 23

Tuesday, January 25

Thursday, January 27

Saturday, January 29
Sunday, January 30

5:00 service: For the Cross

10:00 service: For the Cross

11:15 rehearsals - Jazzy4Jesus and Grace Notes
7:00 rehearsal — N’Soul

NO REHEARSALS!!

5:00 service: Michael Benshish

10:00 service: N’Soul; Rick Karney (prelude)
11:15 rehearsals — Jazzy4Jesus and Grace Notes
7:30 rehearsal — N’Soul

6:30 rehearsal — Master’s Ringers

7:30 rehearsal — Master’s Voices

7:00 rehearsal — For the Cross

5:00 service: For the Cross

10:00 service: Master’s Voices & Master’s Ringers
11:15 rehearsals - Jazzy4Jesus and Grace Notes
7:30 rehearsal — N’Soul

6:30 rehearsal — Master’s Ringers

7:30 rehearsal — Master’s Voices

5:00 service: MUSIC LEADERSHIP NEEDED!
10:00 service: N’Soul, Jazzy4Jesus, & Grace Notes

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AT 10:45 - MASTER’S
VOICES & N’SOUL SING “HE NEVER FAILED ME YET”
NO CHILDREN’S CHOIR RE}CI)-IEARSALS!!



Worship Assistants — January

5:00 ALM ACOLYTE CRUCIFER LECTOR GREETER
Jan. 2
Jan. 8-9 Tom Prickette Nicole Baranowski
Jan. 15-16 Kristin Sonntag Justin Lucas Lucas Isla
Jan. 22-23 Laura Bebee Sydney Weiss
Jan. 29-30 Dorothy Sonntag Elizabeth Rataj Nicole Baranowski
8:30 ALM GREETER ACOLYTE CRUCIFER COMM. ASST. LECTOR ALTAR GUILD
(YOUTH) (YOUTH) (YOUTH)
Jan. 2
Jan. 8-9 Guy Schilke
Jan. 15-16 Karen Mason
Jan. 22-23 Shirley Lyles Justin Isla Lucas Isla
Jan. 29-30 Guy Schilke
10:00 COMM ASST. GREETER ACOLYTE CRUCIFER COMM. ASST. LECTOR ALTAR GUILD
(YOUTH) (YOUTH) (YOUTH)
Jan. 2
Jan. 8-9 Dorothy Sonntag George Jen Kraco Andrea Bauler Maggie Sowa Brandon Kent Ryan Neven
Austermuehle
Jan. 15-16 Kristin Sonntag Ellen Herman Jen Kraco Trevor Wyer Becca Neuman Brandon Kent Becca Neuman
Jan. 22-23  Christine DeClerk Kathleen Jen Kraco Michael Vatchev Andrea Bauler Jillian Beckman Raquel Donovan
Kremian
Jan. 29-30 Susan Kuczera Julie Mangum Nicole Maggie Sowa Becca Neuman Becca Neuman
Baranowski

ALTAR GUILD: Team #2 : Karen Mason, Jan Froehlich, Mady Doan

1




Finance Update

November 2010

General Fund

Current Month Offering 22,503.00
Expenses (17,362.00)
Net 5,141.00

YTD Offering 227,637.00
Expenses (216,251.00)
Net 11,386.00

Building Fund

Current Month Offering 5,230.00
Expenses (11,912.00)
Net (6,682.00)

YTD Offering 80,663.00
Expenses (89,017.00)
Net (8,354.00)

12

()ﬂ’er%ng
nvelopes

\

Your offering envelopes for 2011 are in
the fellowship hall for pick up. We’d like
to ask your help for this new year:

« For those who give regularly but
DO NOT use their numbered enve-
lopes, we’d like to ask you to use
them this year. It really makes extra
work for both the counters and the
financial secretary who enters your
contributions into the database sys-
tem to have to look up your number
each and every time.

« For regular givers that currently do
NOT have envelopes assigned —
You now have envelopes for 2011.

We strive to provide you with an accu-
rate recording of your contributions,
and using your assigned envelopes will
help. We appreciate your cooperation in
this process.

If you have any questions or need enve-
lopes, please contact Merridee in the
office at mpanico@lcotm.org, or call 630
-665-3384.




All CONTRIBUTION
OTATEMENTS WILL NOW
BE EMAILED

(do 1 have your email?)

In an effort to save postage, we will be
emailing all contribution statements go-

ing forward. Year-end statements will FEAST @F F @@LS!

also be emailed, and for those who have

no email address, those statements will S d
be put out in the fellowship hall for pick uh ay,

- March 6!

Watch for more details soon!!

For future reference, please email the

current email address that you would
like your statement to come to at
mpanico@lcotm.org. Thanks for your

cooperation to save the church money i
and time!! JJI"-%* 8th Grade
—mip Hiﬁh‘? Confirmation
- Retreat
When: March 11-13, 2011
Where: Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
(Oregon, IL)

Cost: $104 ($50 due February 2;

balance [$54] due February 23)

A fun-filled weekend with games, music, and a night
hike are some of the activities planned. Contact your
mentor if you have questions, or email

13



YOUR RECYCLED PAPER =
MONEY FOR LCM!!

How you ask? Have you noticed the big
green and yellow container out in the
southwest corner of the parking lot?

That’s
how!

Here’s what
we can each
do to help:
ANY of the fol-
lowing items can be deposited in the

RECYCLING

Pa perRetriever
—-—

container:
Newspapers / Magazines
Catalogs / Junk Mail
Office Paper / School Paper
Shredded paper in clear plastic bags
Phone books / Paperback books

These items should NOT be collected:
Cardboard / Cereal boxes
Kitchen /Bathroom paper products
Plastics / Metals / Garbage

We encourage you to bring items from
your home or business, as long as it is
on the acceptable items listed above.
The more you bring, the more we can
make for LCM! The total tonnage is col-
lected and we receive a monthly check.
What could be easier? You get rid of

14

your paper recycling, and the church
gets the funds!!

This is a FREE paper recycling program
that teaches environmental steward-
ship, reduces waste hauling costs, and
raises funds for our church.

We will have a “BRING YOUR RECY-
CLING TO CHURCH?” day in the next
couple of months, so keep an eye out
for that!

If you have any questions, please email
Merridee in the church office at
mpanico@lcotm.org or call

Adult Education

Do you love to read? We are testing the
waters to see if anyone is interested in
starting a book club.

Lit-n-Lattes features 24 books with
enough variety to appeal to all kinds of
readers. There are stories to make you
laugh and some that will make you cry,
classic literature as well as newer reads,
thrillers, dramas and even a bit of time
travel. The titles in the guide book were
chosen because readers love them and

(Continued on page 15)



Social Ministry

Bob Reif, Chairperson

DRAYFE

Saturday, February 26
9:00 am—1:00 pm
Sponsored by Heartland Blood Centers.

They will have a mini mobile coach here
that will accommodate between 8 and
16 people at a time. Sign up sheets will
be on the Welcome Center. Please be
generous and give blood!!

they can encourage great spiritual dis-
cussions. Each recommended book has
discussion questions to dig into the heart
of the content of each book and to ex-
plore the spiritual themes of the

book. Titles include The Book Thief, My
Sister's Keeper, To Kill a Mockingbird
and The Last Sin Eater.

We are looking to start in the spring, af-
ter the Bible in 90 days reading has
ended. Interested? Contact Kris
Flanigan 630-682-3061 or

kflanigan4 19@att.net

15

From the DuPage County
Treasurer’s Office —

Seniors Invited to Defer
Property Taxes

Qualified senior citizens aged 65 years
and older are invited to apply for the
Senior Citizen Real Estate Tax Deferral
Program offered through the DuPage
County Treasurer’s office by the State of
[llinois. This program allows qualified
senior citizens to defer property tax pay-
ments until which time the property is
sold. In other words, once you qualify
each year for the program, you don’t
pay your real estate taxes until you sell
the property or no longer own it. The
deferral is treated as a loan and accrues
6 percent simple interest until paid. To
qualify, the senior citizen’s household
income cannot exceed $50,000. Addi-
tionally, the property must be used ex-
clusively for primary residential pur-
poses.

The application period closes March 2,
2011. For more information, go online
at treasurer.dupageco.org or call the

DuPage County Treasurer’s Office at
630/407-5900.



Small Groups

Master’s Men: Sundays, 7-8:00 am
Dan Hoehn, 653-0443

Quilting: Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 am,
Jan Froehlich, 630/668-1685

Men’s Book Study: Fridays, 9:30-11
am @ Roy Herbst home, 630/289-5742.
Currently studying John Armstrong’s
book, Your Church is too Small
Alcoholics Anonymous: Sundays,

4 pm and Tuesdays, 8 pm
M.S. Support Group: 2nd Friday, 7 pm
Susan Buckson, 782-5193

Bible Study

Tuesday:
Once a month—3rd Tuesday, 7:00-8:30

pm @ Pat Gerber Bornholt’s home

Saturday:
9:00 am, Men’s Study (Saturday

rotation—check online calendar)

Bible in 90 Days:

1) Sunday, 11:30 am
2) Thursday, 1:00 pm
3) Saturday, 4:00 pm

16

Join us Thursday mornings at 9:30 in
the old kitchen. We are in need of full,
queen, and king sheets for quilt back-
ings. Drop off in church office if you
have anything to donate. Occasionally
we will sell a quilt throughout the year
for a special gift for someone. Let us
know if you are interested.

We welcome anyone who would like to
join us. You don’t have to know how to
sew! Come and see what we’re all about
and enjoy fellowship and a cup of coffee!
If you have questions, please call Jan
Froehlich at 630-668-1685.



Staff and Council Listings

LCM STAFF
How to contact us:
Pastor: Curt Gerald Pastor@lcotm.org
Diaconal Minister: Pat Gerber Bornholt pgerber@lcotm.org
Director of Music Ministry: Michael Benshish mbenshish@lcotm.org
Church Administrator: Merridee Panico mpanico@lcotm.org
Sexton: Kathy Smith
Treasurer: Debbie Schroeder recordingtreasurer@lcotm.org
Preschool Director: Diane Kurtz dkurtz@lcotm.org

Preschool Teachers:
Nancy Pavlick, Debbie Schroeder, Sandy Bekas, Linda Gates, Kim Kuntsman

Current Council Members

Executive Team

Presidents: Larry Buchman President@LCOTM.ORG
Vice President: Jeff Wall VicePresident@LCOTM.ORG
Treasurer: Lucy Orr Treasurer@LCOTM.ORG
Secretary: Dorothy Sonntag Corpsecretary@LCOTM.ORG

Team Leaders
Worship — Jim Flanigan

Worship&Music: Greg Rembiszewski Worshipmusic@LCOTM.ORG

Property: Jim Flanigan Property@LCOTM.ORG
Study — Bill Walleck

ChristianEducation: Vacancy Christianeducation@LCOTM.ORG

Preschool: Penny Becker Preschool@LCOTM.ORG

Youth: Bill Walleck Youth@LCOTM.ORG
Fellowship — Lori Navarrete

Evangelism: Kristin Sonntag Evangelism@LCOTM.ORG

Fellowship: Lori Navarrete Fellowship@LCOTM.ORG
Service — Susan Kuczera

Finance: Mike Fiorito Finance@LCOTM.ORG

SocialMinistry: Bob Reif SocialMinistry@LCOTM.ORG

Stewardship: Susan Kuczera 17 Stewardship@LCOTM.ORG
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Email: churchoffice@Icotm.org
Master’s Christian Preschool: 630.665.3632

Walk-in Ministry 630.665.5188 Ry

Pastor: Rev. Curt Gerald
Diaconal Minister: Pat Gerber Bornholt
6'?WO RSHIP TIMES: philipmactin.infc )

Saturday, 5:00 pm

Sunday, 8:30 am Chapel Service and 10:00 am Worship

X Sunday School: Children’s Church/Sunday School
for age 3 to grade 6, at 10:00 am (September
through May)

MINISTRIES

Our Mission: Living Christ’s Message through Worship, Study, Fellowship and Service.




